MARLY THAVI'JLS OK ANANIAS 


I p u> this time tlio books that had rame under my notice— the oldest so 
,r us local history whs coiicnrnctri wua u/m,.,.. u 


r L “ w OOOU.B that had oome under my notice—the oldest so 

lai as local history was concerned was Withers’ Border Warfare pub¬ 
lished in i$.il.* Howe's Virginia was published in 1846. I have always 
been inclined to give Withers the highest place for the reason that he 
was a mature man when he was writing and must have talked to many 
of the Revolutionary Soldiers and Indian fighters. 

. bee " 0(1116(1 to * volume of 392 pages, printed 

® tlU ® d ’ bk0tchea of History, Life, and Manners in the United 
States, by a Iraveler.f It bears no name of author or publisher, but it 
appears to have been printed in New Haven 

voted to this section is headed “West „ P 1 of the volume de- 

already been divided. lglnia as lll0U £h the States had 

It is apparent that the author of tharf vrr« 
for he speaks of having lived in Staunfn • 17^ m3n ° f mature year s 

enough to take interest in history that ttae a “ d be “ 0ld 

kIz ToZ: bes ™ his ^ <**- i- 

ahouit, burn. He knew hothtag „"°” d6rB 
a provincial loose for the first time, even though Tj™ tCTm ' Turn 
confined to the corporate limits of a city as bS ^’T* 1 has been 
apt to disapprove of all the manners customs NeW ° rk ’ aDd he is 

otTo “ “ P t0 the Standards - * ‘-o' 

book, so the party win herelnTfte/be donated b^the aUt '’° r ° f tbe 
Of Ananias. 8 ae “ by the appropriate name 

favorite indoor sport of WlIInrS^B^n ** 8tarted the 

v.r7.z’Ci":r,r - -*»- 

He comes into Virginia by way of Washing,n me58 th " h,!r 
be spits venom in the opening IIe f" Count ^ Virginia. „ n d 

sta,e -- «*• They 


Virgin,. ... 


WMBT VIRGINIA ANTHOLOGY 


As to the natural children, ihat was none of his business. The not i 
accent that he admired is their own. As to (he fleas that took to him, if 
he had been belter versed in science, he would not have given away the 
loathsome secret that he was parent to these parasites, for while some 
persons cannot help attracting fleas, it is the Just thing that they should 
admit. And it is no cause of hoasting. As Ananias naively admits that 
be was infested with fleas, and made history of the fact, we will pass It 
along for what it is worth. Now do not get your back up if you are flea 
buten, for I have known many fine people to be bitten by fleas. Ananias 
tells ot another flea parent he met at a tavern. They had something in 
common. This other was a Frenchman, and his method of hunting fleas 

and t L P T eDd L ° faM aSleeP ' Then the fleas t,liukin S it safe would bite 
and the sleeper would slap. 

vJl ! 8 A DOt J ery pIain nhicb one of the numerous watering n] ace « 

- - - - - 

“Thte'Hf °J thiS SeCti0U geDera,, y- h * says: 

and navigation, destituted arte testTand^elT fr °“ COmmerce 

vantage from these Springs T^nds ft great *<*- 
bj those wealthy visitors and in th ars are left here annually 

C" r =ri£S= 

I" “ e "** He through tLTavanl T SMinf?S - I«ft 

Carvor, -aohea. 

"Otea, too, the abaetJ ^ 


118 ( °o. the ;LZZ , Ul sa>B his «® Pmat ; 

Jnd/ang. V,rgtaI * timber erew ^ b « ^ 0lT and ^ 

ho" e ,. a : r, !l d at »• Burnioe So.,... . . eX,,U,8,oa « the 


tonlnT'ner 1 ““ BUrni ”S S M°*° of K " ^ * XI>Ul8i0n °* ^ 

SR rs r *- «*- 


mou tft8 if not ame w »s about * d tbe fl ame S tn . 01,1 sun, 


-- ““MUiTerable n . “ 4J *e the win«« * air that 

a,r 11 is the 
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As to me natural children, that was none of his business^ TJ# 
accent tha. he admired is their own. As In (he /loan that ook to him It 
he had been batter versed in science, lie would not have given away 4b« 
loathsome secret that ha was parent to these parasites, for while Home 
persons cannot help attracting fleas, it is the last thing that they should 
admit. And it is no cause of boasting. As Ananias naively admits that 
he was infested with fleas, and made history of the fact, we will pass it 
along for what it is worth. Now do not get your hack up if you are flea 
bitten, for 1 have known many fine people to be bitten by fleas, Ananias 
tells of another flea parent he met at a tavern. They had something in 
common. This other was a Frenchman, and his method of hunting fleas 
was to pretend to full asleep. Then the fleas thinking it safe would bite 
and the sleeper would slap. 

It is not very plain which one of the numerous watering places in 
Monroe Ananias honored with his presence, but he went to the county-seat, 
and calls it "a poor little village.” 

Speaking of this section generally, he says: 

“This bleak, inhospitable, and dreary country, remote from commerce 
and navigation, destitute of arts, taste, and refinement, derives great ad¬ 
vantage from these Springs. Thousands of dollars are left here annually 
by those wealthy visitors, and in the meantime, as they are mostly people 
of taste and refinement, they bring a fund of amusement and instruction 
home to the doors of its inhabitants.” 

True then as now. Also some rare specimens of hobnailed livers Also 
some whose only mission is to syphilis the country. 

-Not getting much better of his ailments at the c nr i n „ * 

for tie west. He passed through tie Savannahs of Greenbrier 00 " 'f' 
After crossing Greenbrier River he observed tha ® be county. 

corroboration of the theory that I advanced some dVa ' lnahs - 1 find h ere 
about Lewisburg there were no forests. He says thalT &S ° ^ ^ 3nd 
on the Savannahs but that they were onverl, ^ Were no tree s 

a small shrub which sheltered the grass and n V ? luXunous grass and 
beat of tie _ „ d the VZ '““ 

was carver, instead of Marlin. but sa ^ s h is campmate 

which coincides 

Of oir *. west VIrglma t^£—^ 

If not ext,‘ u ‘“! 7 h a * two feet t0 b °» a«t for 

?h6d by r " ,n - »*«-«it tor 

it is the 




BAKI.Y THAVMLH OF ANAN1AH 

*11 that burns," he nays. "No opinion bus linen nxpreinwd respecting this 
ptieaomiuon or any puitu lahun In tujcttrlain lha nature or ouueo of Us 

axUteucc " 

ll Is apparent that he had no conception or thut groat elmnont known 
as natural g«s which has brought no much wealth 10 West Virginia. 

The salt works that had first been operated by the Indians were in full 
blast. Ool. l>avl<l ltu IT mu having established them. Ho records lb. fact 
that the Kanawha wilt is very much stronger than other nail on the 
market, and that in Alabama he had observed that bacon cured with 
Kanawha salt kept well, while thut in which other salt had boon used 
did not keep at all. 

He says that owing to the fact that the canal was about to l»e built 
along this river that ho had been at pains to pick up everybing concern¬ 
ing it. 

He talked with soldiers who bad fought at the battle of the Point fifty 
years before. 

Among others he talked with Ann Bailey, who carried gunpowder to the 
army at the Point, or Fort Randolph. He found her very poor, almost 
naked. She begged for a dram which Ananias gave to her. 

Charleston was a town of four stores, two taverns, a court-house, a 
jail, an academy, a postofflee, and a printing press. 

Lewisburg is recorded as having a handsome stone courthouse and jail, 
two clerks offices, two churches, one for Presbyterians, (which is still 
standing) one for Methodist, one academy l'or young men, one for young 
women, two taverns, four retail stores, a post office, a printing office, and 
forty dwellings. 

The town of Lewisburg is described as being more important than 
Charleston. He refers to Rev. Dr. McKIhenny as the principal of an acad¬ 
emy for women, the only one in the republic. 

He said that at preaching lie counted one hundred men. and that they 
were all hut one clothed in foreign cloth. The one exception was Hon. 
William Smith, member of Congress, who wore domestic cloth. 

He thinks that the visitors at the springs have been the cause or the 
styles In Lewisburg. and they aro still struggling with that problem 
down there. 

Ananias criticises the accent, the manners, and the homes of the Green¬ 
brier people. And thus: 


'•Indeed. West Virginia has dealt out genius with a sparing hand- with 
the exception of John Breckcnridge. I am told she has never produced one 
man that might he called great.” 

H* bm *omp valuable (Jelalla about the Cl.nd.nln raa.eavre and It waa 

w,ih Mra - Mays ' 1 zz 


Mr,. Clondenln was captured aad the Indians went by Muddy Creek to 
K«„„, Knob., and fonnd that Yokum „„ Muddy Creek and Ce. (sj? 
on Keeneys Knob had been killed Tltev left (Sec) 

-an,,, wilh one old Indian to auard Ih.m IndT.\T“ 
returned after three day,, with a term number of horeea Td oT. a " d 
horae w», a Mb Th..,. fad,an. (Shawnee,, had 


YAMS'!' VIRGINIA A NTH (JUMIY 


m 


,,,l ' alei1 t,u ‘ Mofoiiil Kerr’a Creek massacre. The Indians liuinedlutoly 
■ I out for llielr towns but before they were o ft oi Keeney's Knobs, Mrs, 
< i. n,i,.mi, aad made her escape. She went home and found the dead 
>o > of her husband. From there she walked by night and In nine days 
an nea in Dickinson’s on the Cowpasture river, with nothing la eat. 

aud untrue hMe rela ' C8 ,ncident wll,ch 111081 he rejected as impossible 

Jj le BI1 SayS ' hu( on Howards Creek, within two miles of her home she 
Of MIT,: I!" 1 ? eU ' ° nC her brother ' ,n ' ,aw ' who save her no assistance 
ter who ° n,y Survivors were Mrs. Clendenin and one daugh- 

Z Dav,; If !7 ardS r f C,almed from the Indians. She married a 
Baliard Smith on 8e ' eral f ' h,,dren > on e of whom was the mother of 
Mrs S', 3 member ° f Congress. 

Rogers and ln- n hTm a imLwr c h e id Urn m A ' ,e ' Ista C0UDty carried a Mr. 

died in isi7.' cbl,dren ’ Mrs ' Mays and a s °n. Mrs. Rogers 

MaUetTrtu”^ “r f b ^ tb ‘ ™° v Cap,. 

second time to a Mr. AVelsh. entieth year, and was married a 

ml! Te^cTjohn atZn ' Was in th * y <*r 

opened a store on ’Hr GMrg * Ma,b ' TO - * oounT 

IWrs. Welsh was living at thot n 

■>°rg During the Revoludon and"^!' ^ T °' ^ tOWD ° f * 
oalled Fort Savannah, and this fort I * '° rt 8,0od af Lewlsburg 

tzjzrz r f ~ *<* whero ,,ou8 ' an " 

;~t ° f - s —■ co.. 

~" rcif- - - 

Tins pipestem U □ < 18 PiPa-stem,” 

xrcsLif?-. -ss ° f fr ™ — .<■ 

, 7 0d *!»■( „,e ,0,> • T l>l* Pipe's,™ ^'““OOT.bl, 

answers equal to the reed* anTJ * 7 3re Usp ' 1 f °r pin. h ° ,,ow '- Nke a 

Ananias describes ti, 0 d ' d fro ® which it ? P for which 

an " «t -he same tTn c? PP ° P,e 89 being ,11 t00k ft « name.- h ‘ Ch 

republic. He ft, , ° 9 p ° ss essing the 0 m* rdnt ' rude - dfrtv 

“=«r£ ? ft= =i?'=.r;rj= 

“ men " ra re «' T ' ,elr « 

' an<i refuse 


KAULY 'I’HAVELH OK ANANIAS 




Ho says that wild Uoraea ,iu 1703 were on Ilieac .Savannahs In Immense 
numbers. 

If (ho smiuicenteimml 1 b held at Lewlsburg next year as scheduled, 
this book of the prophet Ananias will be Invaluuble for the greatest liars 
are also the greatest truth tellers for the reason they talk so much that 
their output of truth is greater than that of silent persons. For instance 
there are more Democrats in Pennsylvania than there are in Virginia. 

Anauias is the only writer of the pioneer dayB who took the trouble to 
speak of the mannerisms of this ancient civilization. 

He found it Queer that for "pretending" they said “letting on." For “not 
a thiug," "not a hate." For “get out of Ilie way,” they say “get out the 
road." For “chair," they say “cheer.” 

“From Montgomery to Harrison” he says, “there lias never been reared 
one man of abilities of any sorts.” I take it, by this he means the coun¬ 
try lying in the rich valleys of the Cheat, Greenbrier, and Bluestone, 
bordering the divide between the eastern and western waters. And he 
goes on to say, "Kanawha, inferior as it may be, has produced one of the 
brightest stars of American genius, Henry Rul'fner, LL. D.. a man of 
profound erudition who would do honor to any country.” 

Statements like the foregoing are in keeping with the remarks on page 
30. where lie says, very little limestone is seen west of the Allegheny 
mountain. As a matter of fact the Big Lime is all west of (he Allegheny 
Mountain. He suffered from a beam in the eye. 

The wild animals lie noted were bears, wolves, deer, panthers, wild¬ 
cats. raccoons, foxes, ground hogs, opossums, rabbits, squirrels, white 
and striped ground squirrels, fairy-diddles, and the skunk. "All of which 
are numerous in the mountains and will ever continue the proprietors 
of those immense wilds.*' 


In the Elysian fields from whence Ananias looks down upon those wilds 
he has a better knowledge of what is meant by the word “forever". 

Ananias reveres the summer boarders. He objects to tin -ttlzens of 
Greenbrier and adjoining counties wearing fine clothes like they do “It 
never comes into their heads that those people, whose exterior they so 
sedulously imitate, are from the seats or refinement, and highly polished 
manners, that they are people of education, information, and 'reflection 
Such eternally is the effect of ignorance.” 

He would reject the finding of a wise man to the effort that t * 
O’Grady, and the Colonel’s Lady, are sisters under the skin. X 

Ho divides us up into two classes. “Visitors and yeomanrv ” When in 
yeomanry we should do as yeomans do. and not as'the visitors 

in ml V ZT7 lW a " d bSrr ' ,,B 3 dla,,oslli "" I- Joint champagne 

.n zrzsr s':r" r i to b<! - 

deaths are confined to old people lie save and h* thi i Sudden 

climate. He would like to hear the oZon otthl " , * ^ t0 the 

Here is the opinion from the unlearned. It ,s 


WfcWT VJKU1NIA ANTHOMM' 


mountain people ere great .tW« di»MM mounfio. «d I for,* 

strenuous efforts. The result is health, happiness, and long lift, together 
with a dilated heart, which breaks, and grants the greatest boon of all, a 
speedy ami unexpected exit from the world 
Ananias was in Pocahontas County but does not record anythin# 
peculiar to this county, probably because we were without, the zone of 
influence of the "Summer Visiter," as he spells it. So we were allowed 
to remain unspotted from the world. On his return from Kanawha 
county, he came by the way of Nicholas and Pocahontas. 

He groups six counties together as being on the bosom of a vast mass of 
mountains. Greenbrier, Monroe, Pocahontas, Nicholas, Giles, and Taze¬ 
well. with Greenbrier as (lie ‘‘mother" of the whole. 

He records (hat the mountain people were kind and hospitable, and 
then ridicules the home he visited, the food, the table manners, the 
home made ornaments on the wails, the china, the linen, and the family 
lit® Local philosophers long ago disposed of such sports, or breaks of 
nature, by saying that if we can stand such a life all the time, he ought 
to he able to stand it a part of the time. 

th/ >, 'fcdh^ng° an “Thp eaC ^ e ^f ** iS * , * g * Iest flight of oratory when he penned 

offensive to the sight” C0U r ' V S ° ° f mountains lhat «>ey are 

Caha^aM sTnc?!^’ Tr^ld' Ce ' eLrated stand ' He has known the 

size, but his two sons Jh dead - had been diminutive in 

and he is not only surprint ^ ^ l0 ° king men - 

Ananighass? nished to find them so genteel. Oh, 

■ h0UMS - •”*■*»■ c.errs offices 

Episcopalians, one for Methodlsta '* JnT ^ Churches one for 

are no public squares in Staunton- ^* „?“* f ° r ^^terlans. There 
Staunton contains two hundred I. n( , e f PU f ,C bulIdIn ffl are on the streets 
fhree doctors, and thirteen lawyers ltV a bouses - ten stores' 

out watch or patrol. Formerly Jt drew n 1Dcorporat ed town with- 

merchants such as Beirne and Caperton 0 f trad * WCSt ° f ifc but the 
trade away from It. P of Monr °«> had begun to take the 

The Staunton and a *** by ***• 

M'turTgoTSJi h r r ho^ th ,J a fl P ’ but 'me'^ C ° mpanv to 

* ,fh Creels dropped ? the Jea^nV? ^ ° f (h * *** 

*T the Blue nZe " ** ^ ^ 

*»ort review of fh ^ «nd dld not 

* ,nfere « ed Ananias II^* " C,ent vo, “*"e , have 

* “*■» U8 at the **^ a ^-ate„ 

“ en he must have 
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YO ‘ I'll ANIl .IA0KWON Ml 1 . 1 , t! 885 

k T'\rL T, * U , ( T Anar6 * Uwl *' * ad fro- of tf ttevolu- 
of West Virginia, " * ' " lllU<?b b,,t ,Je ,8 ,l1 '’ 0r te ll “tl detractor 

JS Pe0Ple - Thsy d " aad «*». and have always 

loomed IuiKt lu the history of their country. They are mountain men 

7" 77 7 T e Wa8hl,lgton a »<* Abraham Lincoln have considered 
,,f t,ie —■ - - «■** - the ^* 

jzzzrzz aws *“ furaisk *-—- *- «- 

jssrrr ,o °, nia,, ' v aad *- w. have «. w ^ 

«ur~ Wbitrarllv nvJT , '° n8l ‘ le, ' n “'“ lu “ ■* »ocUU inler- 

We hive never been V/ 1 ' IBOre fmilortant than th e fundamental virtues. 

ace « an humble and" Wh ° d “ P,5C ^ 

Jui 'thTth tTn T Dk l" a ‘ W1,8D " e “ *« puffed up and 

«7i-rid IlftlT.’ J S0 ° ial hei ' m “I> 1 * r “>>«h t« wite us up, and 

woods ' ‘ and uncouth men who so shouting through the 


CHAPTER IV 

a 4ta4» Of room ant tattoo* Mills. The Summer Horen o, the Boys 

and Girls. 

“‘;r z rr and eieh,e “ 

by the fine trees. On the sod the,- „ d d acres of sod fringed 

country club style of architecture. The' land TT™n ° f buildin f s of the 
many of the counties are putting UD i U i.« 1 y tbe State ’ and 

These houses range from cabin “L t, v their b ° ys and Sirls. 

ai, are neat and wel, built ** 

fhe collection and Harrison county is buildine- S Cabln 1S the gera of 
Jackson Mills was once the home of s OPn f Ti " Wg ?S 3 h ° tel ‘ 

that he spent bis boyhood. He lives everywhere ta th”' h “ ™ h 6 '' 
countrymen but nowhere are the n «„i ' 11 hearts of his 

well preserved as they are upon this'hist n ? emorIe8 of his boyhood so 

is the free that young Thomas climbed to shakeout a recc here 
to the eager dogs below. Jt a rPCC0 °n one night 

This ia the State Camp for boys and jrtrio „ , .. . 
burly monarch, Prof. W. H. Kendrick dlrerto a * '* ° Ver by a 

glove and the iron hand. ' * and dictator ' of the velvet 

f h&rt hart q. very ha^v fripa 

'for. But I know now the voice ‘ ° '“ pe B ” d ■’“’To.e of the work 
able to be good. ” ° f the CaD,p - 11 <■ Out It is fashion- 


